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No. III. 

PITOYA BARK. 

The Thanks of the Society were voted to James Hen- 
derson, Esq., his Majesty's Consul- General in Co- 
lombia, for a box of Bark, from a species of Cinchona 
that grows in Pitoya, and which is there esteemed to 
be superior for medical purposes to the Bark from 
Peru. Specimens of the bark have been placed in the 
Society's repository. 

Sir, Bogota, April 28, 1825. 

I have the honour of transmitting to you a box of Pitoya 
bark, which, it is here conceived, is superior to the Peruvian 
bark. 

In order to decide this point, so important to the com- 
merce of Colombia as regards this production, I have taken 
the liberty of sending the specimen to you, in order that 
the necessary experiments may be made as soon as con- 
venient. 

I shall feel obliged by your sending a specimen of the 
bark, with the result of the experiment, in my name, to 
the Right Hon. George Canning, and to Lord Lowther. 

I have been so much occupied since my arrival here in 
commercial and political matters, that the Society of Arts 
will justly regard me as a bad correspondent. 

I am, Sir, &c. 
A. Aikin, Esq. James Henderson, 

Secretary, Sfc. fyc. H. B. M. Consul General. 
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P.S. A particular description was to have been sent to 
me regarding the bark, and as soon as I receive it, I will 
take care to transmit it to you immediately. 



Dear Sir, Bogota, June, 18, 1825. 

I have the honour of transmitting to you a description 
of the Pitoya barks; the naranjado or orange coloured 
being the one sent by Colonel Hamilton to your care, for 
comparison with the Peruvian bark, to which the Colom- 
bian growers conceive it to be equal, if not superior. 
I am, Sir, 

&c. &c. &c. 
A. Aikin, Esq. James Henderson, 

Secretary, Sfc. fyc. H. B. M. Consul General. 



The orange bark sent by Mr. Henderson is procured 
from the cinchona lancifolia of Mutis, a tree which grows 
about Pitoya, in the province of Popayan, department of 
the Cauca. It is there so abundant, that the inhabitants 
employ scarcely any other wood for the construction of their 
houses, the formation of fences, and for fire-wood. In 
Bogota and its vicinity it goes popularly b}' the name of 
Quina tunita, by which name also it is called in the Flora 
of Don S. L. Ruiz. 

The bark is of various shades of brown, from fawn co- 
lour to brownish orange red, and is thick in proportion to 
the diameter of the branches from which it is obtained. 

A few pounds were placed at the disposal of Mr. H. 
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Hennell, of Apothecaries' Hall (a member of the Society), 
who reports, that the produce per pound is one hundred 
and seventy grains of Quinia, and ninety grains of Cin- 
chonia. The common yellow Peruvian bark of the shops 
is obtained from the cinchona cordifolia, and yields, on 
an average, about one hundred and fifty grains per pound 
of Quinia. 

It appears, therefore, that the Pitoya bark is better than 
that in common use, and is likely to form a valuable article 
of export from the state of Colombia. 



No. IV. 

SUNDRY ARTICLES FROM SOUTH AMERICA, 
PRESENTED TO THE SOCIETY BY THE REV. 
JAMES THOMSON. 

The articles in the following catalogue were collected in 
South America by the Rev. James Thomson, and were 
by him presented to the Society at the end of the last 
session. Several of these having been referred to com- 
mittees, are now under examination, and the results of the 
inquiry will probably be inserted in the next volume of 
Transactions. 

Sir, London, June 8, 1826. 

Agreeably to my promise, I beg leave to send you an 

enlarged list of the articles I left with you a few days ago. 

Of the substances enumerated in the enclosed list, there 

are some which might, I think, be turned to use in the 



